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operations ag ainst Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) operatives at larg e in Yemen s hinterlands, and international efforts to bolster the
country s stability despite an array of daunting  socio-economic problems. Cong ress and U.S. policymakers may be concerned with prospects
for stabilizing  Yemen and establishing  strong  bilateral relations with future Yemeni leaders. On November 23, 2011, aEer eleven months of
protests and violence that claimed over 2,000 lives, then President Ali Abdullah Saleh of Yemen sig ned on to a U.S.-backed, Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC)-brokered transition plan. In line with the plan, Yemen held a presidential election in February 2012 with one consensus candidate
on the ballot-former Vice President Abed Rabbo Mansour al Hadi. He received 6.6 million votes and, on February 25, 2012, he was inaug urated
before parliament. Many Administration oHicials have declared that AQAP, the Yemeni-based terrorist org anization that has attempted on
several occasions to attack the U.S. homeland, is the most lethal of the Al Qaeda aHiliates. In recent years, the Administration and Cong ress
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watchers sug g est that security problems emanating  from Yemen may persist in spite of increased U.S. or international eHorts to combat them.
For FY2013, the Obama Administration is requesting  $72.6 million in State Department administered economic and military...
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