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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.Excerpt from Dante and His Convito: A Study With Translations Dante Alighieri was born in Florence in 1265, and was exiled from
that city and its territory in 1302: he died in 1321. Before his exile he wrote and published his book entitled La Vita Nuova (The New Life, perhaps
in the sense of Young Life), prose interspersed with numerous poems. It purports to be a narrative of his love (beginning in childhood and
continuing in youth, but never going beyond the bounds of impassioned sentiment) for a lady whom he names Beatrice, supposed to be a
certain Beatrice Portinari of Florence, who eventually married Simone de Bardi. This Beatrice de Bardi died in 1290, and Dante s narrative is
continued up to and a little beyond her death. There have been endless controversies as to whether Dante was really in love with any woman
named Beatrice Portinari (or de Bardi), or whether his alleged love for some Beatrice or other is a mere allegorical veil for some recondite
significance, and (on this assumption) the controversies go on to debate what it is that he intended to allegorize under this supposititious
personage Beatrice. My father Gabriele Rossetti took a very active part in maintaining the theory of allegory. With this point | shall not deal
further for the present. It seems to me admissible, and moreover convenient for the purposes of the investigation upon which | am about to
enter, to assume that there was a real Beatrice beloved by Dante, a beautiful damsel living in Florence, and that this Beatrice may have been
the same person who was born a Portinari and who married into the...
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