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Spring er-Verlag  Berlin and Heidelberg  GmbH Co. KG, Germany, 2000. Hardback. Condition: New. 2000 ed.. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book
***** Print on Demand *****.Today, erg ot alkaloids have found widespread clinical use and more than 50 formulations contain natural or
semisynthetic erg ot alkaloids. They are used in the treatment of uterine atonia, postpartum bleeding , mig raine, orthostatic circulatory
disturbances, senile cerebral insuBiciency, hypertension, hyp- prolactinemia, acromeg aly, and Parkinsonism. Recently, new therapeutic -
plications have emerg ed, e.g ., ag ainst schizophrenia and for therapeutic usag e based on newly discovered antibacterial and cytostatic
eBects,immunomodu- tory and hypolipemic activity.The broad physiolog ical eBects of erg ot alkaloids are based mostly on their interactions
with neurotransmitter receptors on the cells. The presence of hidden structures resembling  some important neu- humoral mediators (e.g .,
noradrenaline, serotonin, dopamine) in the molecules of erg ot alkaloids could explain their interactions with these receptors [1]. Erg ot
alkaloids are produced by the filamentous fung i of the g enus, Claviceps (e.g ., Claviceps purpurea - Erg ot, Mutterkorn). On the industrial scale
these alkaloids were produced mostly by parasitic cultivation (field production of the erg ot) till the end of the 1970s. Today this uneconomic
method has been - placed by submerg ed fermentation. Even aGer a century of research on erg ot alkaloids the search still continues for new,
more potent and more selective erg ot alkaloid derivatives.
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