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***x* At last Pierre raised his eyes to the Vatican, but facing the piazza there was here merely a confused jumble of walls, amidst which only two
gleams of light appeared on the floor of the papal apartments. The Court of San Damaso was, however, lighted, for the conservatory-like
glass-work of two of its sides sparkled as with the reflection of gas lamps which could not be seen. For a time there was not a sound or sign of
movement, but at last two persons crossed the expanse of the piazza, and then came a third who in his turn disappeared, nothing remaining
but a rhythmical far-away echo of steps. The spot was indeed a perfect desert, there were neither promenaders nor passers-by, nor was there
even the shadow of a prowler in the pillared forest of the colonnade, which was as empty as the wild primeval forests of the world s infancy.
And what a solemn desert it was, full of the silence of haughty desolation. Never had so vast and black a presentment of slumber, so instinct
with the sovereign nobility of death, appeared to Pierre.
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