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broad and in-depth review of relevant literature on the topics of international manag ement and g lobalisation of innovatory activities. I show
that contrary to common alleg ations in theory, small and medium enterprises are able to eng ag e in international activities by a hig h deg ree of
technolog ical specialisation and patent strateg ies. In addition, I present a critical review of the litera-ture in the lig ht of these finding s, taking
the international research and development function as unit of analysis. , abstract: Most literature on international R&D has employed a static
and MNC-centered view, assuming  some kind of evolutionary process by which R&D activities are internationalized, typically with some labs
adapting  products to local markets first, and whole research facilities being  implemented on a world-wide basis last to finally profit from a
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'centralisation - decentralisation' dichotomy. Instead, a look on several conting ency eGects and empirical phenomena is proposed to g ain
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these arg uments. The conclusion shows how theoretical concepts known from other disciplines may serve as an analytical framework that can
take into account more aptly the developments alluded. 16 pp. Eng lisch.
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