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VIRGINIA now holds a second rank in the production of the hig her g rade of oii and g as, and Ritchie county is one of the leading  oii-producing
sections of the state. As has already been noted (in the Ritchie Mine chapter), this g reat industry had its beg inning  in our Commonwealth, in
1844, when Georg e S. Lemon, discovered it while putting  down a well for salt-water, near the mouth of Flint run. in Wirt county, and introduced
it into the Marietta market as medicine. Then came the famous Burning  Spring s-field, in 18(50. and from this time it has g radually g rown into
one of the richest resources of the state. The history of this industry in the county, dates back to the wild cat wells between the years 1865 and
70, when one of these wells, which g ave a promising  showing  of oil, was drilled in on Big  run, near Cairo. In these early days, the oil interest
centered in the Volcano field, in the heavy lubricating  oil, which sold as hig h as twenty dollars a barrel. But after the conflag ration, on Aug ust 4,
1879, which destroyed most of the town, the development was carried southward past Petroleum to the California House, and on to Burning
Spring s. Ten years aIer the Volcano field commenced its decline, Cairo beg an to show sig ns of becoming  a center for this development, and
about 18 J0 prospecting  was beg un; and soon exag g erated stories were in...
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