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Forg otten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.Excerpt from Pictorial History of the Russian War, 1854-56 In the middle of the fiDeenth century, as will be seen by a g lance at the
accompanying  map, what is now Russia consisted only of the g rand-duchy of Moscow - a limited territory in the centre of Northern Europe,
scarcely known even by name in the countries of the West. From that nucleus, in pursuance of an ambitious policy, and by a series of skilfully
executed man uvres, it has been enlarg ed in all directions, till it now embraces the vast reg ion lying  between the Arctic Ocean on the north and
the Black Sea on the south, with the Pacific as its eastern and the Baltic as its western boundary. Previous to the reig n of Peter I., surnamed the
Great, who ascended the throne in 1689, the history of Russia presents only a succession of savag e strug g les with surrounding  nationalities.
The ruling  authority had attacked and been attacked by Mong ols, Tatars, Cossacks, Turks, Lithuanians, Poles, and Swedes; and, advancing  in
power, had acquired the title of Czar or Emperor. Slavonic in race and lang uag e, and professing  the Greek form of Christianity, the Russian
people have never interming led with the Western nations, but may be said, as a race, to partake of that character which we associate with the
semi-civilised inhabitants of Asia. Amidst the rude Slavonians, Peter arose as a reformer of manners; and notwithstanding  some g rave faults,
deserves to be spoken of as one of the g reatest men in an ag e prolific in disting uished persons. His personal history is well known, and need
not be repeated. What concerns us at present, is his eag er desire to extend...
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