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Outskirts Press, United States, 2009. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 155 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.Why is there evil in a g ood God s world? Why do bad thing s happen to g ood people? Does the fact of evil in the world prove that
God does not exist? Can modern science help us answer those questions? These are the subjects of my manuscript, provisionally titled: Where
was God: Evil, Theodicy, and Modern Science. John Milton in his epic poem, Paradise Lost, includes the line: to justify the ways of God to men.
Althoug h Milton wrote this several centuries ag o, the idea that God s ways needed justifying  g oes back thousands of years. Justification of Evil
is an ancient conundrum. Whenever relig ions evolve to posit a Supreme Being , the Problem of Evil arises. There is something  very
disconcerting  with belief in such a Being , who is supposed to reward you for rig hteousness, verses the fact that He does not appear to do so.
This causes the psycholog ical disconnects of cog nitive dissonance and log ic-tig ht compartmental thinking . We seem to be able to hold two
inconsistent ideas in our minds at the same time, but when the compartmentalizing  fails, we are driven to explain the resulting  dissonance.
With the Problem of Evil, this means developing  theodicies. Theodicy is the term for addressing  the philosophical and theolog ical Problem of
Evil by attempting  to justify the actions of God to man. This book examines the historical theodicies of the mono/heno-theistic relig ions of
ancient Persia, Israel, and Greece. It then explores the historical development of theodicies from the earliest Christian sects, continuing
throug h Christian orthodoxy to the present day. All statements of the Problem involve inconsistencies, where we have a log ical trilemma: God
is all-powerful; God is all-g ood; Evil...
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