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Love Songs: The Hidden History

By Ted Gioia

Oxford University Press. Paperback. Condition: New. 336 pages. The love song is timeless. From
its beginnings, it has been shaped by bohemians and renegades, slaves and oppressed
minorities, prostitutes, immigrants and other excluded groups. But what do we really know
about the origins of these intimate expressions of the heart And how have our changing
perceptions about topics such as sexuality and gender roles changed our attitudes towards
these songsin Love Songs: The Hidden History, Ted Gioia uncovers the unexplored story of the
love song for the first time. Drawing on two decades of research, Gioia presents the full range of
love songs, from the fertility rites of ancient cultures to the sexualized YouTube videos of the
present day. The book traces the battles over each new insurgency in the music of love--whether
spurred by wandering scholars of medieval days or by four lads from Liverpoolin more recent
times. In these pages, Gioia reveals that the tenderest music has, in different eras, driven many
of the most heated cultural conflicts, and how the humble love song has played a key role in
expanding the sphere ofindividualism and personal autonomy in societies around the world.
Gioia forefronts the conflicts,...
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Reviews

Without doubt, this is actually the very best function by any article writer. it was writtem quite flawlessly and valuable. Once you begin to read the
book, itis extremely difficult to leave it before concluding.
-- Prof. Isobel Heller MD

This is actually the finest ebook i have got study till now. | actually have go through and that i am sure that i am going to likely to read once again
once again later on. Its been developed in an extremely straightforward way and is particularly simply soon after i finished reading through this
ebook through which actually modified me, change the way i really believe.

-- Mrs. Maybelle O'Conner
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