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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from October
Nineteenth Seventeen Eighty One, Victory at Yorktown: The Story of the Last Campaign of the American Revolution Sprawled atop a high bluff
along the banks of the York River overlook ing a splendid harbor, the Town of York in the years just prior to the Revolution had the appearance
and rough vitality of a thriving seaport. On the eastern outskirts, along the quiet waters of Wormley Creek, the water wheel of the Moore
Plantation gristmill turned slowly, grinding grain and corn into edible meal. From the western end of town, the ferry plied its way across the
half-mile narrow neck of the river to the village of Gloucester. Main Street, running parallel to the river, was busy with constant traffic as the
colonists came to the county courthouse, a large T-shaped brick build ing, to record wills and deeds, and to see about the management of
York County affairs. Here also were the jail and other necessary instruments of justice, such as pillory and stocks, whipping post, and branding
irons. The Taverns are many here, and much frequented, a visitor noted. Directly across the street from the courthouse stood the Swan
Tavern, the best-known and most important in the town. In its pleasant rooms, mer chants, planters, sea captains, traders, lawyers,
shopkeepers, and travellers met and talked, conducted business or just relaxed at the card, billiard, or backgammon tables. A favorite drink
was the mint julep, made with bright green mint fresh from the garden. On humid summer days the fragrant mint, with its delicate ?avor and
cooling quality, mixed with liquor and ice, provided a soothing refreshment. In the kitchen, meat and fowl trussed on spits turned slowly
over...
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