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Staling rad, Berlin and D-Day, Antony Beevor s Ardennes 1944: Hitler s Last Gamble tells the story of the German s ill-fated final stand.On 16
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by driving  all the way to Antwerp, then force the Canadians and the British out of the war. Althoug h his g enerals were doubtful of success,
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civilians fled, justifiably afraid of German reveng e. Panic spread even to Paris. While many American soldiers fled or surrendered, others held
on heroically, creating  breakwaters which slowed the German advance. The harsh winter conditions and the savag ery of the battle became
comparable to the eastern front. And aIer massacres by the WaFen-SS, even American g enerals approved when their men shot down
surrendering  Germans. The Ardennes was the battle which finally broke the back of the Wehrmacht.
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