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Demand *****.As paddler, flyfisher, bass fiddler, g ardener, and Quaker naturalist- SUSAN SCHMIDT writes about river and forest ecolog y,
blueg rass music, square dancing , chestnut trees, quilting , endang ered species, local food, and environmental org anizing  in her new young -
adult novel, Song  of Moving  Water. She has worked as science-policy analyst, sailboat captain, and professor of literature and environmental
decision-making . Susan now edits books, with the same mindfulness as pruning  apple trees, and walks beaches with her Boykin Spaniel. Her
new book of poems is Salt Runs in My Blood. Don t blame yourself for other people s decisions, Aunt Ruby tells Grace. At seventeen, Grace
feels g uilty that her father drowned in the river when she was ten. Just when she has moved back home, the power company proposes a dam
that will flood her family farm. She builds confidence to raise her voice. With a backdrop of the Appalachian Mountains in Virg inia, Song  of
Moving  Water is a young  woman s coming -of-ag e story and a fictional environmental impact statement. When Grace returns to her father s
homeplace seven years aIer his death, a proposed hydroelectric dam threatens the remote valley. Learning  about farming  and faith from her
Aunt Ruby and about forag ing  herbs from neig hbor Amos, Grace beg ins to value the self-suJicient community in contrast to her mother s
social whirl in Richmond. In the country, Grace g oes to a square dance at the elementary school; in the city, she g oes to a debutante party at
the Country Club. Grace plans on colleg e, but her childhood friend Sally Bee is already married with two babies. Grace has a crush on Sam,
aquatic ecolog ist and Quaker pacifist who is looking  for...
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