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Equals at the squire s table aHer the withdrawal of the ladies, at the farmers market-ordinary, and at the villag e ale-house, the topic which,
aHer the political question of the day, excites perhaps the most g eneral interest, is the manag ement of animals. Riding  home from hunting ,
the con versation is pretty sure to g ravitate towards horsebreeding , and pedig rees, and comments on this or that g ood point; while a day on
the moors i8 very unlikely to pass without something  being  said on the treatment of dog s. When crossing  the fields tog ether from church, the
tenants of adjacent farms are apt to pass from criticisms on the sermon to criticisms on the weather, the crops, and the stock; and thence to
slide into discussions on the various kinds of fodder and their feeding  qualities. Hodg e and Giles, aHer comparing  notes over their respective
pig -styes, show by their remarks that they have been more or less observant of their masters beasts and sheep; and of the effects produced on
them by this or that kind of treatment. Nor is it only among  the rural population that the reg ulations of the kennel, the 6table, the cow-shed,
and the sheep-pen, are favourite subjects. In towns, too, the numerous artisans who keep clog s, the young  men who are ricli enoug h to now
and then indulg e their sporting  tendencies, and their more staid seniors who talk over ag ricultural prog ress or read Mr. Mechi s...
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