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Condition: New. Cambridg e University Press, 1977. 324p. Paperback. Series: Cambridg e Textbooks in Ling uistics. Historical Ling uistics is
concerned with the process of lang uag e chang e throug h time. It investig ates how and why the lang uag e of individuals, a social g roup or a
whole 'speech community' develops in respect of its pronunciation, vocabulary and g rammar. Dr Bynon reg ards lang uag e as essentially a
dynamic phenomenon, whose character can be at best only partly understood by a static, and necessarily idealized, synchronic approach. In
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socioling uistics and shows how chang es within a lang uag e over a period of time, and chang es broug ht about by contact between lang uag es,
are both indicators and ag ents of more g eneral cultural developments. Accounts of biling ualism and of pidg in and Creole lang uag es are
included as well as wider-rang ing  examples of diBerent kinds of borrowing  such as loan words, loan translations and extensions of meaning .
The student is provided with a practical and critical g uide both to what has been done and what can be done to discover and verify these
ling uistic relationships. Desig ned primarily as a textbook for ling uistics and philolog y students, this book will also be of interest to those
studying  Eng lish lang uag e, classics and modern lang uag es. (Publisher's information). Condition: New Print on Demand. Printed on Demand.
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