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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Albert Pike, born December 29, 1809, was the oldest of six children born to Benjamin and Sarah Andrews
Pike. Pike was raised in a Christian home and attended an Episcopal church. Pike passed the entrance examination at Harvard College when
he was 15 years old, but could not attend because he had no funds. After traveling as far west as Santa Fe, Pike settled in Arkansas, where he
worked as editor of a newspaper before being admitted to the bar. In Arkansas, he met Mary Ann Hamilton, and married her on November 28,
1834. To this union were born 11 children. He was 41 years old when he applied for admission in the Western Star Lodge No. 2 in Little Rock,
Ark., in 1850. Active in the Grand Lodge of Arkansas, Pike took the 10 degrees of the York Rite from 1850 to 1853. He received the 29 degrees of
the Scottish Rite in March 1853 from Albert Gallatin Mackey in Charleston, S.C. The Scottish Rite had been introduced in the United States in
1783. Charleston was the location of the first Supreme Council, which governed the Scottish Rite in the United States, until a Northern Supreme
Council was established in New York City in 1813. The boundary between the Southern and Northern Jurisdictions, still recognized today, was
firmly established in 1828. Mackey invited Pike to join the Supreme Council for the Southern Jurisdiction in 1858 in Charleston, and he became
the Grand Commander of the Supreme Council the following year. Pike held that office until his death, while supporting himself in various
occupations such as editor of the Memphis Daily Appeal from February 1867...
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