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*****.On June 8, 1998, General Sani Abacha, the military leader who took power in Nig eria in 1993, died of a reported heart attack and was
replaced by General Abdulsalam Abubakar. On July 7, 1998, Moshood Abiola, the believed winner of the 1993 presidential election, also died of
a heart attack during  a meeting  with U.S. oFicials. General Abubakar released political prisoners and initiated political, economic, and social
reforms. He also established a new independent electoral commission and outlined a schedule for elections and transition to civilian rule,
pledg ing  to hand over power to an elected civilian g overnment by May 1999. In late February 1999, former military leader General Oluseg un
Obasanjo was elected president and was sworn in on May 29, 1999. Obasanjo won 62.8 of the votes (18.7 million), while his challeng er, Chief Olu
Falae received 37.2 of the votes (11.1 million). In the Senate elections, the People s Democratic Party (PDP) won 58 of the votes, the All People s
Party (APP) 23 , and the Alliance for Democracy (AD) 19 . In the elections for the House of Representatives, PDP received 59 of the votes, AD 22 ,
and APP 20 . The international community welcomed the election of Obasanjo. The European Union restored .
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