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EXHIBIT IONISM: ART  IN AN ERA OF INT OLERANC E   

Ivan R. Dee, Publisher November 2000, 2000. Hardcover. Condition: New. A cultural critic and former oAicial with the National Endowment for the
Humanities examines the eAects of deconstruction and postmodernism in the art world throug h the lens of the National Endowment for the
Arts. From its promising  beg inning s in the late 1960's, awarding  g rants to painters and artists who actually maintained a commitment to
excellence in their work, the NEA by the 1980s had been transformed into an unfailing  advocate of ''cutting  edg e'' art -- read Robert
Mapplethorpe, Andres Serrano, Annie Sprinkle, Karen Finley, Chris Ofili -- and non-traditional ''art'' forms calculated to shock the bourg eois
sensibilities of most the public, while g enerating  plenty of publicity (and revenue) for the museums and g alleries sponsoring  them. Munson
moves beyond the impasse in the arg uments between freedom of expression and accusations of blasphemy, and instead reveals the ways in
which the supposed tolerance of postmodernism -- in academia and the art establishment -- is transformed into the most rig idly intolerant of
reg imes, once it g ains the upper hand. A smart and sig nificant expose of a whole g eneration of artists, art critics, and curators who have
disreg arded their calling  to ''advance the lang uag e of art.''.
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