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the least, does it not affirm the solemnity of love? Will men and women ever stop reading love tales; will he or she who may be at any time the
victim of despotic, of mystic natural forces--will he or she refuse the study of the strongest emotions we have? Hardly. And what has civilization
done for man, after balking his prowess and dwarfing his breed? It has left him to the snares of self-destruction. Yet, if he escape them, he may
outlast the film which nature put on his eyeballs, and may see clearly once more. It is the very persistence of love! For were a proud man s idol
married, as Mary was, he could only worship her from afar, even if the chicken s lid still lay on his eye. But that veil drops off. Some day he
looks at his whilom mistress, and lo! she is only a woman. She must be compared with other women, a harsh thing to do, any woman will
admit! So, then, escaped from bottomless terrors, the man s selfishness has play. He is undoubtedly hard to shoot with Love s second dart.
The prettiest woman in Christendom may smile on him and seek to enmesh him with her queenly favors. He will not put himself upon her
attention. He has no lordly conceit. He is for a given time a drone in the hive of...
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