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Commercial policy. Excerpt: . . . Overview surmounting the various challenges to a successful census that the Bureau faced in 2000 came at
considerable cost. Moreover, the single most important determinate of a successful census - the completeness and accuracy of the census
count, and in particular, the size and nature of the undercount - will not be known until the Bureau completes various accuracy and coverage
assessments. Consequently, as the Bureau looks toward the next census, continued societal and demographic changes such as more
complex living arrangements and a large non-English-speaking population, will make the national headcount in 2010 at least as challenging
as it was in 2000. As a result, it will be important for Commerce to ensure that the Bureau completes its evaluations of key census operations as
planned, and explores innovative options for a cost-effective census in 2010. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration ( NOAA )
within Commerce owns and operates a fleet of ships that supports its programs in fisheries research, oceanographic research, and
hydrographic charting and mapping. However, these ships can be costly and inefficient to operate and maintain, and they may lack state-of-
the-art technology. For more than a decade, congressional committees, public and private sector advisory groups, the National Performance
Review, the Commerce Office of Inspector General, and we have urged NOAA to aggressively pursue cost-effective alternatives to its in-house
fleet of ships. According to NOAA, it has taken steps to improve the cost efficiency of its fleet such as removing some ships from service,
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