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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.*Includes pictures. *Includes footnotes and a bibliog raphy for further reading . There is no such thing  as a former KGB man. - Vladimir Putin
Despite serving  as the President of Russia from 2000 to 2008 following  Boris Yeltsin s reg ime, and ag ain since the spring  of 2012, remarkably
little is known of enig matic former KGB spy Vladimir Putin, other than the most mainstream life statistics and some minimally revealing
frag ments of memoirs and anecdotal observations. Putin has served as Russia s Prime Minister as well, in a calculated political tang o with
Dmitri Medvedev for the purpose of overcoming  term limits for the Russian presidency, thereby allowing  him to remain a dominant politician
well into the 21st century. Putin rose to power in 1999, when Boris Yeltsin dismissed his entire cabinet and fourth Prime Minister in seventeen
months, Serg y Stapashin. Fearing  that he mig ht be prosecuted once out of oEice, the exhausted outg oing  president drew upon the most loyal
resource he had by bring ing  Lieutenant-Colonel Putin, a former Soviet intellig ence ag ent, out of the remnants of the KGB and into the new
intellig ence network, the Federal Security Service, before oEering  him leadership of the Kremlin. When Yeltsin needed it most, Putin pulled out
all the stops.bullying  the parliament with a threatening  speech, and using  an embarrassing  video tape to discredit the Russian Prosecutor-
General. Thus, at 47 years of ag e, Putin became the young est head-of-state in Russia during  modern times, even thoug h he had never held
public oEice in his life. On the face of his administrations, Russia has enjoyed both an economic resurg ence and the return of a confident
national identity following  the break-up of the Soviet Union. Others cite...
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