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Harvard Square Editions, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 203 x 127 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Gossipy,
intimate, and provocative, and set in Trinidad and New York City, People and Peppers, A Romance g ives a diverting  peek into the nuances of
a Caribbean island s callaloo of inter-racial and multicultural social mores. James s main characters are complex, motivated, and fun to know.
Tall and handsome, the main protag onist, Vivion K Pinheiro, is the bastard of a half-Portug uese, half Afro-Haitian woman, and an attractive
New Yorker with carrot-colored hair who danced beautifully. Accomplished as well, Vivion has earned national prestig e as a scholar and
athlete. As a young  man trying  to realize dreams, he can be selfish yet thoug htful, deceptive yet g enerous-no real villain, just a callow fella
g etting  over by pulling  the tricky string s of privileg e and personal charm. An important factor in his dream actualization is Vivion s doting ,
wealthy mother to whom he confessed an ambition to construct an ecolog ically sensitive, self-suGicient house on countryside property she
boug ht for him. He imag ines the finished structure to be surrounded by a pepper farm that g rows Morug a Red Scorpion peppers-the hottest on
the planet. A sig nificant stubbing -stone to his ambitions thoug h, is a habit of dodg ing  diGiculties-when the g oing s g et toug h, Vivion s g one.
How he deals with this failing  is only one serving  of this fine novel. Of other satisfying  portions is the influence of the women in his life. In earlier
novels, James s female characters have been admirable stalwarts and he doesn t disappoint here. Andaluza, the mother, is an indulg ent one.
Nikki, the lover, is a strong  other. This empathetic novel superbly speaks to women s compassion and tolerances in the name of love. So let s
live with Vivion as...
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