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Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New. No rig ht seems more fundamental to American public life than
freedom of speech. Yet well into the twentieth century, that freedom was still an unfulfilled
promise, with Americans reg ularly imprisoned merely for speaking  out ag ainst g overnment
policies. Indeed, free speech as we know it comes less from the First Amendment than from a
most unexpected source: Supreme Court justice Oliver Wendell Holmes. A lifelong  skeptic, he
disdained all individual rig hts, including  the rig ht to express one s political views. But in 1919, it
was Holmes who wrote a dissenting  opinion that would become the canonical affirmation of
free speech in the United States. Why did Holmes chang e his mind? That question has puzzled
historians for almost a century. Now, with the aid of newly discovered letters and confidential
memos, law professor Thomas Healy reconstructs in vivid detail Holmes s journey from free-
speech opponent to First Amendment hero. It is the story of a remarkable behind-the-scenes
campaig n by a g roup of prog ressives to bring  a leg al icon around to their way of thinking -and a
deeply touching  human narrative of an old man saved from loneliness...
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R e vie ws  

This is the g reatest book i have g ot read throug h till now. I could possibly comprehended almost everything  out of this published e book. Your daily
life span will probably be enhance the instant you total looking  at this book.
-- B e rna d e tte  B a um ba ch           

This pdf mig ht be really worth a g o throug h, and far better than other. It can be packed with wisdom and knowledg e Its been written in an
exceeding ly straig htforward way and is particularly only soon aAer i finished reading  throug h this pdf by which basically chang ed me, modify the way
in my opinion.
-- Ea rne s tine  B la nd a        
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