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Systems of Kinship and Marriag eKinship looms larg e among  peoples who obtain their livelihood in small g roups with simple tools. Among
such peoples diAerences of aptitude and special training  and duties do not, as in more complex societies, overwhelm the bonds between
those who are born tog ether and intermarry. The local g roups within which personal relations are developed in work, rite, and recreation are
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particular factors, their relative weig ht in diAerent circumstances, the principles under which these can be subsumed, and the real character
and role of the many patterns of kinship org anization that result are less clearly g rasped. These are, however, fundamental questions in a
scientific sociolog y. They are also of immediate practical urg ency when peoples who have lived in a larg ely kinbound society are reacting  to
pressures and incentives from another social world. For those attempting  to achieve a smooth transition, and to elicit the energ ies and
loyalties of such peoples, the reason for many intang ible obstacles and discords lies in unintended and oCen avoidable disharmony between
the indig enous and the invading  social values. The concomitant of culture contact is social strain. The International African Institute has soug ht
to promote research in the social anthropolog y of Africa in the belief that more adequate resources, intellectual and financial, should be
devoted to such...
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