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Forg otten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.Excerpt from The American Inter-Oceanic Ship Canal Question Circumstances which occurred nearly a quarter of a century ag o,
briefly mentioned in the following  paper read before the American Geog raphical Society of New York, fixed my attention on the question of the
possibility of the construction of an inter-oceanic ship canal across this continent. Owing  to the approaching  strug g le into which we soon
passed, and the perturbation which preceded and followed it, no possibility of making  further explorations occurred for years. In the early part
of the winter of 1866 I was in Washing ton, in command of a vessel of war. At my request, Rear-Admiral Chas. H. Davis, Superintendent of the
Naval Observatory, prepared a map on a larg e scale of the narrow part of this continent for General Grant, with whom I had the pleasure of
discussing  what was then known and what was still in doubt respecting  the topog raphy of that reg ion. This led to one or more visits to Mr.
Seward, then Secretary of State, whose reception of the subject of making  further explorations at that time made General Grant averse to
seeing  him further in relation to this matter. Mr. Conness, then Senator from California, oIered a Resolution calling  for information from the
Superintendent of the Naval Observatory, which was g iven during  that year, 1866. He continued his interest in this subject, and finally obtained
an appropriation for making  inter-oceanic surveys in the winter of 1869. In the mean time General Grant had been elected President, and did
not fail to do all in his power, throug h his subordinates, in forwarding  surveys, which, when terminated, leJ no part of the topog raphy of the
Isthmus...
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