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recommend any portion of his wares, but I trust I may be pardoned the expression of the hope that the g eneral arg ument conducted in Part II.,
Chapters X. and XI., will throw to some extent a new lig ht on one aspect of modern ag riculture. I have been occupied with the composition of
this essay during  the g reater part of the last three years. I beg an the study of the subject quite accidentally in the course of reading  the g eneral
literature which awaits the student who is interested more especially in the living  side of Economics. Being  an Eng lishman, I first became
conversant with those branches of Co-operation which are most developed at home, but on reading  the reports of the International Co-
operative Alliance, which holds its cong resses from time to time in diFerent countries of Europe, I became aware of the exceeding ly complex
and diverse nature of the subject. The questions naturally presented themselves: What are the common factors in the co-operative movement?
Why is one form more developed in one countryth an in another? Why in any g iven branch does one country diFer from another? What are the
relations in any g iven country between the diFerent branches? This essay is an attempt to answer these and similar questions. To the end in
view it was necessary to bring  under examination the whole rang e of co-operative activity. I have therefore included every branch of co-
operation in the ordinary interpretation of the word. But there are many countries in Europe; and in practically all of them co-operation
flourishes...
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