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***** North Korea has presented one of the most vexing and persistent problems in U.S. foreign policy in the post-Cold War period. The United
States has never had formal diplomatic relations with the Democratic People s Republic of Korea (the official name for North Korea), although
contact at a lower level has ebbed and flowed over the years. Negotiations over North Korea s nuclear weapons program have occupied the
past three U.S. administrations, even as some analysts anticipated a collapse of the isolated authoritarian regime. North Korea has been the
recipient of over $1 billion in U.S. aid (though none since 2009) and the target of dozens of U.S. sanctions. This report provides background
information on the negotiations over North Korea s nuclear weapons program that began in the early 1990s under the Clinton Administration.
As U.S. policy toward Pyongyang evolved through the 2000s, the negotiations moved from a bilateral format to the multilateral Six-Party Talks
(made up of China, Japan, Russia, North Korea, South Korea, and the United States). Although the negotiations reached some key
agreements that laid out deals for aid and recognition to North Korea in exchange for denuclearization, major problems with implementation
persisted. The Six-Party Talks have been suspended throughout the Obama Administration. As diplomacy remains stalled, North Korea
continues to develop its nuclear and missile programs in the absence of any agreement it considers binding. Security analysts are concerned
about this growing capability, as well as the potential for proliferation to other actors. After Kim Jong-il s death in December 2011, his youngest
son, Kim Jong-un, has consolidated authority as supreme leader. Bilateral agreements with the United States in February 2012 involving the
provision...
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