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University of Hertfordshire Press, United King dom, 2018. Paperback. Condition: New. None. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. The decision
to build a new army camp in the small market town of Colchester in 1856 was well received and helped to stimulate the local economy aCer a
prolong ed period of economic stag nation. Before long  the Colchester g arrison was one of the larg est in the country and the town
experienced an economic upturn as well as benefiting  from the many social events org anised by oEicers. But there was a downside: some of
the soldiers behaviour was hig hly disruptive and, since very few private soldiers were allowed to marry, prostitution flourished. As a result the
number of cases of venereal disease soared. Having  compiled a database of nearly 350 of Colchester s nineteenth-century prostitutes, the
authors examine how they lived and operated and who their customers were. What were the routes into and out of prostitution and what was
life like as a prostitute? Was it even seen by some as an acceptable way for g irls and young  women to boost inadequate earning s from more
respectable work? How did prostitution intersect with the social life of the town, especially as this was played out in local beerhouses? This is
also an investig ation of how authority in its many g uises - from policeman and solicitor to mag istrate and lady reformer - dealt with
prostitution and the many problems associated with it, bring ing  a g reat many vested interests into conflict with each other. Such larg e
numbers of women could not be tidied away into a discreet red-lig ht district but lived and worked all over the town. They g ave the police
considerable trouble, but it was routinely declared that nothing  could be done about them. Prostitution itself was not illeg al whilst eEorts to
tackle the women...
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