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orig inal book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1832 edition. Excerpt: . THE PRINTER TO THE READER.* As I live,
g entlemen, I am amazed how any piece could be made such minced-meat as this hath been by a twice-printed copy, which I find flying  abroad
to abuse the author, who, long  since, travelling  for company s sake with a friend into the Low Countries, would needs for his own recreation
write this essay of them, as he then found them; I am sure as far from ever thinking  to have it public, as he was from any private spleen to the
nation, or any person in it; for I have moved him oFen to print it, * The orig inal title of this work was as follows; -- A Brief Character of the Low
Countries under the States, written long  since; being  Three Weeks Observation of the Vices and Virtues of the Inhabitants. Non seria semper.
278 THE PRINTER TO THE READER. but could never g et his consent, his modesty ever esteeming  it among  his puerilia, and, as he said, a piece
too lig ht for a prudential man to publish. The truth is, it was merely occasional in his youth, and the time so little that he had for observation, --
his stay there not being  above three weeks, -- that it could not well be expected he should say more. And thoug h the former part be jocular
and sportive, yet the seriousness of the latter part renders the character no way injurious to the people....
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