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C OVENANT  OF BLOOD: C IRC UMC ISION AND GENDER IN RABBINIC  JUDAISM     

The University of Chicag o Press, United States, 1996. Paperback. Book Condition: New. New.. 214 x 149 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New
Book. Central to both biblical narrative and rabbinic commentary, circumcision has remained a defining  rite of Jewish identity, a symbol so
powerful that challeng es to it have always been considered taboo. Lawrence HoCman seeks to find out why circumcision holds such an
important place in the Jewish psyche. He traces the symbolism of circumcision throug h Jewish history, examining  its evolution as a symbol of
the covenant in the post-exilic period of the Bible and its subsequent meaning  in the formative era of Mishnah and Talmud. In the rabbinic
system, HoCman arg ues, circumcision was neither a birth ritual nor the beg inning  of the human life cycle, but a rite of covenantal initiation into
a male life line. Althoug h the evolution of the rite was shaped by rabbinic debates with early Christianity, the Rabbis shared with the church a
view of blood as providing  salvation. HoCman examines the particular sig nificance of circumcision blood, which, in addition to its salvific role,
contrasted with menstrual blood to symbolize the g ender dichotomy within the rabbinic system. His analysis of the Rabbis views of
circumcision and menstrual blood sheds lig ht on the marg inalization of women in rabbinic law. DiCerentiating  oCicial mores about g ender
from actual practice, HoCman surveys women s spirituality within rabbinic society and examines the roles mothers played in their sons
circumcisions until the medieval period, when they were finally excluded.
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