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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1847 Excerpt: . . . PREFACE. Prefaces, | am aware, are not often read in the
present day, except by reviewers at a short notice, who find them exceedingly convenient, as by a judicious use of the few hints contained in
them a clever writer will compound a very palatable article without reading a line of the work supposed to be under consideration. | have been
treated in this way myself more than once, and by a slight misapprehension of a prefatory phrase or sentence have been convicted of blunders
that | never committed. Custom, however, reconciles us to all things, and having, like the eels in the matter of skinning, grown used to it, | do
not now choose to balk my humour for any one. My delinquency in this is of the less importance, since none can be compelled to read a
preface, who do not like it; as Listen used to say in one of the most popular of his farces, its all optional; and besides I understand from good
authority that my poor work under any circumstances is to be handsomely belaboured, so | may as well do something to deserve it. Some of
the more fiery spirits among the Freemasons, it would seem, became indignant at the first announcement of the Curiosities, because they
found therein a hint that the veil would be lifted from their mysteries, and, however apt in keeping Masonic secrets, they could by no means
make a secret of their...
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