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sphere, both as the centrepiece of some liberal theory about political communications, and as a description of actually existing  media practice
in Ireland and beyond - in traditional commercial news media and in social media. Written in an accessible style, it is a call to more and deeper
critical thinking  about media, old and new, as well as a consideration of the communicative needs of a present and future movement for
transformative political and economic chang e. Our media systems, many arg ue, have moved from an economics of information to an
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perhaps no one has ever done before. Ironically, for all that he is a symptom of democratic and media decay, he is also the nearest thing  we
have had to a centre point for a g lobal public sphere. The first chapter of the book introduces the public sphere as an historic idea and ideal, a
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challeng es that idea, in terms of its theoretical limitations and elisions and its ultimately technocratic-consensual model of how politics works,
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crisis are considered, along  with the pressures and consequences of declining  print circulation and mig ration of advertising  online, as well as
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