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University Press of Kansas, United States, 1999. Paperback. Condition: New. Revised ed.. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. The purpose of
the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964 is to oAer opportunity, not an opiate. . . . We are not content to accept the endless g rowth of relief rolls or
welfare rolls. --President Lyndon B. Johnson I would just provide that every person in this country is g iven a certain minimum income. If he
wants to work in addition to that, he keeps what he earns. --Senator Georg e S. McGovern Between LBJ s statement in 1964 and McGovern s in
1972, American liberals radically transformed their welfare philosophy from one founded on opportunity and hard work to one advocating
automatic entitlements. Gareth Davies book shows us just how far-reaching  that transformation was and how much it has to teach anyone
eng ag ed in the latest round of debates over welfare reform in America. When Lyndon Johnson declared a War on Poverty, he took g reat care
to alig n his ambitious prog ram with national attitudes toward work, worthiness, and dependency. Eig ht years later, however, American
liberals were dominated by those who believed that all citizens enjoyed an unqualified rig ht to income support with no string s or oblig ations
attached. That shiH, Davies arg ues, was part of a broader transformation in political values that had devastating  consequences for the
Democratic Party in particular and for the cause of liberalism g enerally. Davies shows how policy failure, the war in Vietnam, domestic violence,
and the strug g le for black equality combined to create a crisis in national politics that destroyed the promise of the Great Society. He
reevaluates LBJ s role, demonstrating  that while detractors such as McGovern and Robert Kennedy embraced the new politics of dissent, LBJ
remained true throug hout his career to the values that had...
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