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the christian relig ion, to which Mr. Carlyle says he directed all his streng th when streng th and authority were lent him, to establishing  it in
Norway and suppressing  and abolishing  Viking ism there; both of which objects and their respective worth and unworth he must himself have
long  known too well. The nominal christianity of that king dom wanted life and reality under the successors of Olaf Tryg g evesen, and many of
the Bonders or peasant proprietors had relapsed into the old idolatry. This King  Olaf, the Saint as he was aHerwards called, resolved to
restore the true relig ion, and he consistently administered the laws with strict justice, ever maintaining  the rig ht, and punishing  violence,
robbery, and oppression. Snorro g ives a vivid picture of a popular assembly, or Thing  by which we are reminded of Elijah and the Priests of
Baal at Mount Carmel. Gudbrand, leader of the Bonders, said that the God of the christians could not be seen like Thor, and that if Thor was
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placed near the Bonders, the King  and his people being  on the other side. The idol was hollow and was fed with daily...
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