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overwhelming  threats transformed him from a hero into a duplicitous murderer: a king  prepared to g o to any leng ths to save his family and his
throne. That leg acy of unrest has defined Henry s subsequent reputation. Henry s notoriety in the sixteenth century was such that merely to
write about him was to risk imprisonment in the Tower. Shakespeare was forced to downplay his achievements, and instead to present his
adversary Richard II as the wrong ed man. But what Henry actually provoked was a social revolution as much as a political one. Ag ainst all the
odds, he took a poorly ruled nation, established a new Lancastrian dynasty, and...
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