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Vintag e Publishing , United King dom, 2012. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. In June 1405, King  Henry IV
stopped at a small Yorkshire manor house to shelter from a storm. That nig ht he awoke screaming  that traitors were burning  his skin. His
instinctive belief that he was being  poisoned was understandable: he had already survived at least eig ht plots to dethrone or kill him in the first
six years of his reig n. Henry IV had not always been so unpopular. In his youth he had been a g reat chivalric champion and crusader. The son of
John of Gaunt, he was courteous, confident, well-educated, g enerous, devoted to his family, musical and spiritually fervent. In 1399, at the ag e
of thirty-two, he was enthusiastically g reeted as the saviour of the realm when he ousted from power the insecure and tyrannical King  Richard
II. But therein lay Henry s weakness. He had to contend with men who supported him only as long  as they could control him; when they failed,
they plotted to kill him. Welsh, French and Scottish adversaries also tried to take advantag e of his questionable rig ht to the crown. Such
overwhelming  threats transformed him from a hero into a duplicitous murderer: a king  prepared to g o to any leng ths to save his family and his
throne. That leg acy of unrest has defined Henry s subsequent reputation. Henry s notoriety in the sixteenth century was such that merely to
write about him was to risk imprisonment in the Tower. Shakespeare was forced to downplay his achievements, and instead to present his
adversary Richard II as the wrong ed man. But what Henry actually provoked was a social revolution as much as a political one. Ag ainst all the
odds, he took a poorly ruled nation, established a new Lancastrian dynasty, and...
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