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empire behind him. Even if Hornblower escapes this fate, and somehow finds his way back to England, he will have to face courtmarial there
for his surrender of a British ship. Only the inimitable Hornblower could possibly overcome this latest set of challenges. Fears for his life and his
reputation compete in Hornblower s mind with worries about his pregnant wife and his possibly widowed lover, as he impatiently awaits his
chance to make a move.
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