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must be reg arded as the presiding  g enius or, shall I say, my patron saintHenri Poineare was born April 29, 1854, at Nancy, where his father was
a physician hig hly respected. His schooling  was broken into by the war of 1870-71, to g et news of which he learned to read the German
newspapers. He outclassed the other boys of his ag e in all subjects and in 1873 passed hig hest into the Bcole Polytechnique, where, like John
Bolyai at Maros Vasarhely, he followed the courses in mathematics without taking  a note and without the syllabus. He proceeded in 1875 to the
School of Mines, and was Nomme, March 26, 1879. But he won his doctorate in the University of Paris, Aug ust 1, 1879, and was appointed to
teach in the Faculte des Sciences de Caen, December 1, 1879, whence he was quickly called to the University of Paris, teaching  there from
October 21, 1881, until his death, July 17, 1912. So it is an error to say he started as an eng ineer. At the early ag e of thirty-two he became a
member of lAcademie des Sciences, and, March 5, 1908, was chosen Membre de lAcademie Frang aise. July 1, 1909, the number of his writing s
was 436. His earliest publication was in 1878, and was not important. AHerward came an essay submitted in competition for the Grand Prix
oIered in 1880, but it did not win. Suddenly there came a chang e, a striking  fire, a bursting  forth, in February, 1881, and Poineare tells us the
very minute it...
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