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following  Barney's advice, we end up doing  what popstars do. --Kelley, ag e 10 No long er little children, but not yet teenag ers, tweens are
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who cherish the hilarious and poig nant personalities of tween writers, but feel pressured by a new emphasis on testing  in the intermediate
g rades. Many teachers have virtually abandoned writers' workshops in favor of formula writing  and prompts, even thoug h these workshops
may be essential for understanding  the emerg ing  competencies and personalities of eig ht- to twelve-year-olds. Bruce Morg an and Deb Odom
teach tog ether at a school where formula writing  and test preparation led to stag nant writing  scores, student boredom, and teacher
discourag ement. They worked with their colleag ues in g rades 3-6 to make some dramatic chang es in their collective writing  instruction. These
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as mentor text. Writing  Throug h the Tween Years documents how teachers can g et back to the joys of teaching  writing  in a literature-rich,
thoug htful environment. There may be no better way to understand and reach tween writers.
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