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religious beliefs. The essays were initially considered too controversial to publish, and were suppressed by Twain s own family who felt that the
writer s reputation would be harmed if the depth of his dislike for Christianity, and his uncanny ability to see through all the foibles of human
belief and the large number of biblical contradictions, became widely known. It was only in 1962-more than fifty years after Twain s death-that
permission was finally granted by the family for the essays to be published. They are without doubt some of Twain s finest, funniest, and most
sharp writing ever. On man: Man is a marvelous curiosity. When he is at his very, very best he is a sort of low grade nickel-plated angel; at his
worst he is unspeakable, unimaginable; and first and last and all the time he is a sarcasm. On God and man: He took a pride in man; man was
his finest invention; man was his pet, after the housefly ... On the Bible: Itis full of interest. It has noble poetry in it; and some clever fables; and
some blood-drenched history; and some good morals; and a wealth of obscenity; and upwards of a thousand lies.
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