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or Ferrex and Porrex: A Trag edy At the beg inning  of Elizabeth s reig n before the birth of Shakespeare (a. D. 1558) there was an Eng lish Drama
and there was an Eng lish stag e, but both were in a State of transition. The Eng lish people of old loved shows and plays, and the clerg y here as
elsewhere had skillfully turned this natural taste to account by encou rag ing  and permitting  the representation of Biblical history. For ag es the
relig ion of the nation informed poetry and literature, and thus soug ht to make felt its human and picturesque elements, to the g lory of God or
of the Virg in; hence we have the Cursor Mandi and the collections of Mystery plays, without which there would not have been in later times a
Milton s Paradise Lost or perhaps even a Georg e Her bert s Temple. The relig ious plays so popular down to the time of the Reformation, were
dramas with actors, scenes, and a stag e. We know less perhaps of the orig in of their literary form than of the manner of their produc tion, but
they had some in?uence upon other forms of the dramatic g enius, thoug h (as is contended) what is called the reg ular Eng lish drama did not
immediately g row out of them. The desire for Show and personified ideals, animated by the new stirring s of WycliIe, which had inspired the
Vision of Piers Plowman, when touched by the increasing  moral sense of the Reformation spirit. About the Publisher Forg otten Books
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work.
Forg otten Books uses state-of-the-art technolog y to dig itally reconstruct the work, preserving ...
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