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to Latin America. The phenomenon of indentured labor spread throughout the western world in the latter two-thirds of the nineteenth century
appearing in such far-flung places as Mauritius, South Africa, Australia, Malaya, the Fiji Islands, and Latin America. With the abolition of the
African slave trade, the demands of Europes expanding industrialism activated an intercontinental search for laborers. Natives of the
subcontinent of India, Pacific Islanders, and Chinese were the principal victims of a system of indentured labor, i. e. contract labor under penal
sanction, which in practice differed little from the system of slavery it replaced. Latin American plantation owners and exploiters of guano and
nitrate fields, unsuccessful elsewhere, tured toward the teeming population of China for their manpower needs. Between 1847 and 1874,
vessels of 20 western nations transported over a quarter of a million involuntary male Chinese to the Caribbean and tropical South America.
This book presents a comprehensive study of this migration, which was larger in scope and much more documented than the contemporary
migration of Chinese to California. Chinese migration to Latin America was initiated and sustained not by the spontaneous action of free
agents, but rather by the persuasion, deceit, and coercion of emigration recruiters in the employ of western entrepreneurs. The voyage to the
Americas in former slave ships was a prolonged battle for survival with the elements, disease, ruthless crews, and scheming fellow passengers
that took the lives of approximately one emigrant in every eight. In Latin America, Chinese laborers, like the Negro slaves they replaced, were
sold to the highest bidder, exploited, oppressed, and kept in varying degrees of dehumanizing bondage. The impact of this new slave trade
on China...
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