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Sig nal Books Ltd, United King dom, 2008. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Patag onia is the ultimate
landscape of the mind. Like Siberia and the Sahara, it has become a metaphor for nothing ness and extremity. Its frontiers have stretched
beyond the political boundaries of Arg entina and Chile to encompass an evocative idea of place. A vast triang le at the southern tip of the New
World, this reg ion of barrensteppes, soaring  peaks and fierce winds was populated by small tribes of hunter-g atherers and roaming  nomads
when Ferdinand Mag ellan made landfall in 1520. A fateful moment for the natives, this was the start of an era of adventure and exploration.
Soon Sir Francis Drake and John Byron, and sailors from Europe and America, would be exploring  Patag onia s bays and inlets, mapping  fjords
and channels, whaling , siFing  the streams for g old in the endless search for Eldorado. As the land was opened up in the nineteenth century, a
crazed Frenchman declared himself King .A g roup of Welsh families sailed from Liverpool to Northern Patag onia to find a New Jerusalem in the
desert. Further down the same river, Butch and Sundance took time out from bank robbing  to run a small ranch near the Patag onian Andes. All
these, and later travel writers, have leF sketches and records, memoirs and diaries evoking  Patag onia s g rip on the imag ination. From the
empty plains to the crashing  seas, from the g iant dinosaur fossils to g lacial sculptures, the landscape has inspired g enerations of travellers
and artists. This place is a land of myth and leg end: the big  foot Indians and sea monsters; the mad King  of Araucania and Patag onia; penal
colonies and Nazi fug itives. It is land of explorers and settlers: Mag ellan and Drake; the journey of the Beag le; Welsh mig rants and g auchos;
Salesians and sheep...
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