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*****The sight ofa dozen or so fat young horses and mares feeding and frolicking on the wild range of the Southwest would probably inspire
the average farmer as an awful example of horsepower running to waste. If, by some miracle, he came on such a sight in his own pastures, he
would probably consume much time practising the impossible art of creasing the wild creatures with a rifle bullet-after the style of Kit Carson
and other free rovers of the old prairies when they were in need of a new mount. He would probably spend uncounted hours behind the barn
learning to throw a lariat; and one fine day he would sally forth to capture a horsepower or two-and, once captured, he would use strength
and strategy breaking the wild beast to harness. A single horsepower-animal-will do the work of lifting 23,000 pounds one foot in one minute,
providing the animal is young, and sound, and is fed 12 quarts of oats and 10 or 15 pounds of hay a day, and is given a chance to rest 16
hours out of 24-providing also it has a dentist to take care of its teeth occasionally, and a blacksmith chiropodist to keep it in shoes. On the
hoof, this horsepower is worth about $200-unless the farmer is looking for something fancy in the way of drafters, when he will have to go as
high as $400 for a big fellow. And after 10 or 15 years, the farmer would look around for another horse, because an animal grows old.
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