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Isaac s Press, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Christians are wondering just
what s going on in the church these days. How to discern what s behind the changes keeps scholars as well as church leaders and members
busy. Pews are emptier and the people still sitting in them are older. Offering plates are lighter, too. As a result, congregations see no other
choice but to reduce staff and cut back on programs and ministries. In our consumer-oriented, profit-driven culture, it s all about the numbers,
after all. Churches are measured and judged by the same standards as every other institution: Market Share (the size of the weekend crowd);
Income (the money in the offering plate or from direct bank deposits); Physical Presence (the church building and its campus, often more
shopping mall than sacred place); Products and Services (for others or just the members). The downward spiral of this numbers game has
ripple effects: Denominations downsize. Their publishing houses go out of business. Mission boards and seminaries respond to budget
shortfalls with cutbacks. Land is sold. Unused buildings are repurposed or sometimes just left to rot and crumble. Regular church attendance
used to mean every Sunday moring, perhaps on Sunday and Wednesday evenings, as well. Now, it s just whenever people feel like going.
This used to be a problem faced primarily by Mainline Protestants. More recently it s spread to Southern Baptists and other evangelicals. It if
weren t for massive Hispanic immigration, the Roman Catholic Church would be lumped in this category, too. Tragically, it carries the added
burden of decades of sexual abuse of children by priests and other religious orders. It s not surprising, then, that opinion polls reveal a
shrinking percentage ofthe U. S....
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