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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In g oing  aboard the Baltic that exceptionally fine October morning , Miss Carstairs convinced herself
that, of the people assembled to see her off, no one could reasonably discern in her movement the sug g estion of a retreat. The commonplace
of a sailing  for the other side would not, indeed, have met with the recog nition of any attendance at the pier among  her set, save for her hint
that she mig ht remain abroad a year. There had been a small rally on the part of a few friends who had chanced to meet at a dinner overnig ht,
to g o down to the White Star docks and say g ood-by to Helen Carstairs. Helen sincerely wished they had not come, both because the
ceremony proved a little flat, and because, when she had time to think them over, she was not so sure they were her friends. But the main
thing  was that she had been able to withdraw, easily and naturally, from a doubly trying  situation. She had not wanted to g o abroad. All the
novelty and sparkle had g one out of that business long  ag o. She knew foreig n travel from A to Z, and she loathed tables d hote, even more
than the g rim prospect of private meals with Miss Bleecker in sitting -rooms redolent of departed food, insuDiciently atoned for by an encircling
wilderness of g ilding  and red plush. The very thoug ht of a concierg e with brass buttons liEing  his cap to her every time she crossed the hall, of
hotel corridors decked with strang e foot g ear upon which unmade bedrooms yawned, of cabs and g alleries and harpy dressmakers, of sig hts
and fellow tourists, g ave her a...
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