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government policies; and social and political activism, including feminism and struggles to attain equality with men. Early chapters deal with
New France and the first part of the nineteenth century, and the remaining are devoted to the period since 1880, an era in which women s lives
changed rapidly and dramatically. The book concludes that transformation in the means of production, women s social and political activism

(including feminism), and Quebec nationalism are three main keys to understanding the history of Quebec women. Together, the three show

that women s history, far from being an adjunct to general history, is essential to a full understanding of the past. Originally published in

French with the title Breve histoire des femmes au Quebec.
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