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CASCADE BOOKS, 2009. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In this g roundbreaking
work, Bible translation is presented as an expression of contextualization that explores the neg lected riches of the verbal arts in the New
Testament. Going  beyond a historical study of media in antiquity, this book explores a renewed interest in oral performance that informs
methods and g oals of Bible translation today. Such exploration is concretized in the New Testament translation work in central Africa among
the Vute people of Cameroon. This study of contextualization appreciates the ag ency of local communities--particularly in Africa--who seek to
express their Christian faith in response to anthropolog ical pauperization. An extended analysis of African theolog ians demonstrates the
ultimate g oals of contextualization: liberation and identity. Oral performance exploits all the senses in experiencing  communication while
performer, text, and audience neg otiate meaning . Performance not only expresses but also shapes identity as communities express their faith
in varied contexts. This book contends that the New Testament compositions were initially performed and not restricted to individualized,
silent reading . This understanding  encourag es a reexamination of how Bible translation can be done. Performance is not a product but a
process that infuses biblical studies with new insig hts, methods, and expressions. What does orality and public performance have to do with
translating  the written Scriptures of God? Many misconceptions about the nature of the biblical texts and their communication in modern world
lang uag es are corrected in this thoroug hly eng ag ing , wide-rang ing  book that oFers an innovative, multidisciplinary approach to the subject. I
can heartily recommend James Maxey s pioneering  work on contextualizing  the New Testament for eFective contemporary, multi-sensory re-
presentation. This is a vital resource for all students, exeg etes, commentators, teachers, translators, and other communicators of the Word. --
Ernst R. Wendland Translation Consultant, United Bible Societies...
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