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Chronicle, Vol. 4: A Journal of Librarianship and Bibliog raphy; September, 1887 I pass over the pressing  or rolling , because pressing  only g ives
the book a better or firmer feel, and it has nothing  to do with its streng th. If we examine a book, bound say 200 years ag o, we find the whole of
the binder s craG in the sewing . The thread used was made from hemp or ?ax now we oGen use a material made of, well, hardly hemp. Each
sheet was sewn round the bands, of which there were never less than four, in many cases six, eig ht, and more, and we even find the
headband worked round a cord which formed and g ave further streng th to hold all tog ether. N ow, if a book be sewn with bad thread on three
bad cords, it is considered by the binder to be very well done and if the book should fall to pieces in a short time, it is nothing  more than he
expected and he g ets the book back for rebinding , to his benefit and your cost. I have here a sample of the hempen thread which oug ht to be
used. I should like it to be understood that I speak of what is done by some houses in the trade and that I complain of none. I tell you what to
look for and what to correct: the cost of such correction will rest between you and your binder. The cost of the hempen thread per lb. Is about
25. 6d., the common thread is is. 6d. Arnett in the introduction to his Art of Bookbinding  which probably you all have, quotes one of the...
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