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University of Oldenburg , lang uag e: Eng lish, abstract: The subject of harmonization and especially the seeming ly never-ending  discussion
about its intensity and ways of achievement have been recurring  topics within the history and development of various leg al systems all over
the world. Since the Middle Ag es the notion is found that peace-keeping  and an improvement of social and economic criteria can be reached
throug h integ ration and approximation of various national leg al systems.1 The European Union is herein no exception as it will be discussed in
section B. As a log ical conclusion of this long  term development, it is obvious that the issue of harmonization includes a broad variety of
diEicult leg al aspects that has been and will be examined by a larg e number of lawyers and courts. This paper will put the focus on maximum
harmonization by directives itselves. But what is meant by the term maximum harmonization In order to answer this question, there will be
g iven a short overview of the g eneral idea behind harmonization. Furthermore, the paper will provide an introduction to the theoretical
concept of maximum harmonization. As one mig ht observe during  the analysis of the first part, the bulk of the problems arise around the
relationship between the competences of the European leg islator and the diEerent national leg islators. The pivotal question of this work
therefore is: 'How much leeway is leH to the Member States of the European Union by implementing  a European maximum harmonizing
directive into the national leg al order in case of doubt ' The research will be rooted in...
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