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history and a sign of the end of days. In this book, MatthewHarper demonstrates how black southerners theology, in particular
theirunderstanding of the end times, influenced nearly every major economicand political decision they made in the aftermath of
emancipation. Fromconsidering what demands to make in early Reconstruction to decidingwhether or not to migrate west, African American
Protestants consistentlyinserted themselves into biblical narratives as a way of seeing the importanceof their own struggle in God s greater
plan for humanity. Phrases like jubilee, Zion, valley of dry bones, and the New Jerusalem in blackauthoredpolitical documents invoked
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