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The Science Company. Friday, January 7, 1887. Comment And Criticism. Students of the problems of taxation arer directing attention to a law
imposing progressive taxation, lately passed in canton Vaud, Switzerland, and which will come into operation with the beginning of the new
year. The practical working and effects of the law will be closely studied. The project is undoubtedly popular; for when put before the people, as
is necessary for the enactment of a law in Switzerland, it was passed by very large majorities. This new Yaudois law divides real property into
three classes, according as it falls below5, 000, between6, 000 and20, 000, or over20, 000 in value. The proportion of tax is to be 1 per 1, 000for
the first class, Hper 1, 000for the second class, and 2 per 1, 000for the third class. Personal property falls into seven classes, the lowest class
Being less than5, 000 in value, and the highest over180, 000. The rates of taxation on these classes are to be in the proportion of1, H2, 21, 8, 3,
and 4, respectively, per 1, 000. Incomes from earnings are similarly put in seven classes; but, in estimating the amount to be taxed, a
deduction is made amounting to80 for each person legally dependent on the head of the family for his support. A great many theories as to
taxation will be put to test by the operation of this law, and its outcome will be watched with interest. The system which Fechner deduced from
the simple experiments of Weber has had the honor of exciting the criticism of nearly every eminent physiologist and physicist in Germany at
one time...
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